
February 6, 2010 

 

History and Report on Sloughed Hoof Colt 

An eight month old colt arrived at the Indian Lakes Facility on about 1/20/2010 

and was in very poor body condition and had sore feet.  It was placed in the sick 

pen area where treatment could be administered.  Over the next ten days, the 

colt was treated with phenylbutazone (a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug), 

penicillin (an antibiotic) and foot bandages (one front foot and both hind feet) on 

three occasions before it was euthanized on 1/30/2010. 

The colt alternately improved and regressed.  The colt would be standing while 

eating and drinking one day and not on the next day.  The colt never was able to 

actually gain weight, improve body condition or show increased energy.  

Lameness improved with treatment but eventually the colt became too weak to 

stand.  Hoof wall separation occurred on the front foot and one hind foot.  The 

colt was euthanized for humane reasons. 

The gather most likely caused the hoof trauma in this case.  However, the poor 

body condition and weakness was most likely present before the gather. 
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